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The Rallier 
West Warwickshire Centre Newsletter 

August 2006                     www.westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk Issue 4/2006 

Editor 
 
My wishes seem to have come true – the superb 
weather has continued and we have had some 
wonderful open-air evenings on the rally field.  It is now 
mid-August and the weather continues to hold good 
and has even cooled down slightly (much to the relief 
of some people).  I know that Global Warming is a 
serious problem, but I must confess that it does have 
some advantages and these have been apparent over 
the last few weeks. 
 
The Charity Rally was a terrific success and gave 
everybody who attended a great weekend as well.  We 
raised nearly £500 over the weekend – an incredible 
achievement from a relatively low turn-out, although 
our thanks must go to the landowner who brought a 
number of her friends along for the afternoon and 
spent quite a lot of money.  Those of you who are of a 
sadistic turn of mind may care to check our web-site to 
see the video that Dave Waring took while my legs 
were being waxed.  I can assure you that any 
expressions on my face were not acting!  It is not an 
experience that I would repeat again in a hurry, but it 
raised nearly £200, so I guess it was worth it.  Our 
Charity Fund now stands at just over £1100 and 
continues to grow thanks to the efforts of Gail and 
Margaret with their Book Stall and Crafts and to a 
number of Rally Stewards and other individual 
members who have put on Raffles or provided meals 
at their own expense to raise money. 
 
It is not very long now before we come to the Stewards 
Rally at Wilmcote and the AGM at Aston Cantlow. 
Margaret is planning a Social at the Stewards Rally, in 
the Village Hall, not the Club, and wants to run a 
Pudding Club during the evening.  Everyone attending 
is asked to bring along a pudding/sweet of some kind 
so that they can be shared out and everyone can enjoy 
a sample of various puds!  Sounds good to me, except 
that I will not be around on the night.  
 
However, I will be attending the Stewards Meeting on 
Sunday morning and I hope that as many of you as 
possible will come along for this, even if you can’t 
make the whole weekend.  Unless members take on 
rallies, there will be no Centre.  This year, we have had 
to cancel a couple of rallies because there were no 
stewards and only were able to run most weekends 
because some members took on an awful lot of rallies. 
This is not a great situation because apart from the 
work required from a relatively small number of 

members, it also means that the rallies can become a 
bit stale because of the lack of variety in input. 
 
Next year we will be trying an experiment with a 
number of four-day rallies.  We are aware that for 
some members, setting-up and packing away for only 
two nights is quite an effort and many would prefer it if 
we were able to stay on or turn up a bit earlier.  So, we 
will put on 3 four-day rallies and see how they work.  
The first time round they will run Thursday to Monday 
but there is a feeling that some members may not like 
to turn up on a Friday to find a rally in full swing so to 
speak, so members will be asked to give their opinions 
at the AGM.  We are aware that many of our members 
still have to work and that they would not be able to 
take on 4 day rallies, so if we continue into the future 
with this scheme, stewards will be given the 
opportunity to say whether they want to run any 
particular rally as a two or four night event.  We hope 
this will enable everyone to participate and not allow 
anyone to feel excluded. 
 
That brings me neatly onto the AGM, where you will 
have the opportunity to discuss this and also vote on 
next year’s chosen Charity.  It is important that you 
make an effort to attend the AGM, again, even if you 
can’t come for the whole weekend.  The Committee 
and its members work hard on your behalf, but we do 
not always get it right, so we need to know what you 
want out of the Centre.  This is your chance to help us 
do the right thing to keep the Centre alive and 
enjoyable.  However, here again, we need a 
Committee to achieve it and we cannot do this without 
occasional injections of new blood.  We need some 
more Committee members to help us achieve the aims 
of the Centre, to spread out the workload and provide 
new ideas.   
 
Nominations for the Committee are required by the 
Stewards meeting, so please put yourself forward if 
you feel able to make a contribution. 
 
 
The AGM Social will take place on the Saturday night 
as usual.  Mervyn has already booked a caller and it 
should be a good night again.  Don’t forget that we will 
be holding the Photo Competition on the Sunday 
morning, so bring along your best rally field shots for 
us all to enjoy. 
 
Neil Taylor. 

*** 
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A Filing Cabinet is a place where you can lose things 
systematically. 

*** 
Two Choir members recently got married.   They met 
by Chants! 

*** 
If you think you have a problem now, just wait until we 
have solved it! 

*** 

Centre News 
 
The Social at the Stewards Meeting weekend will 
include a Ploughman’s Supper and the Pudding Club 
(See earlier) 
 
Mervyn has the Caller booked for a Barn Dance at the 
AGM Social and the evening will cost £4.50 for adults 
and £3.50 for children.  The cost will include a 
sausage, potato and pea first course and gateau to 
follow. 
 
Please advise Mark Wiltshire  well before the AGM if 
you will have completed more than ten rallies before 
the end of the season, so that we can get your 
Friendship plaques ready for the meeting.  Please note 
that any rallies for which you had booked which were 
cancelled by the Landowner  (i.e. Carsington Water 
and Greenhill) will count towards your 10. 
 
Please also let us know if you have reached one of 
your milestone rallies during the season (50th, 100th, 
150th etc) so that you can be presented with your 
commemoration plaque at the AGM.  Stewards awards 
for 2006 will be presented at the AGM so please try 
and make it if you have stewarded an event this year 
so that you can receive it. 
 
I have been asked to point out to Centre Members that 
the Caravan Club is insistent that Grey or Waste Water 
must be collected and disposed of properly, rather 
than just letting it run out onto the ground under the 
caravan.  It makes sense because particularly in the 
summer, it can become quite smelly and any waste 
food from washing-up will attract flies to the area. 
 
Also, members are asked whenever possible to park 
their vehicles on the off-side of their van.  This is not 
for appearance so much as to make it easier to site 
other vans and to ensure that everyone has 
reasonable access to their vans and around the site. 
 
Rally Prices – Please note that there may be slight 
variations on the price to pay at certain rallies.  As you 
must realise, we have to prepare the Rally Book well in 
advance and there are occasions when the situation 
as regards the VAT status of the landowner changes 
or is unclear, and this may cause a slight change in the 
price we have to charge.  Apologies for any 
inconvenience this may cause. 
 

Rally Secretary’s  Report. 
 
 
At the time of writing, no-one has come forward to run 
the rally at Cooperage Farm, Meriden in September, 
so it looks as if this one will have to be cancelled.  Next 
year’s rallies are now virtually all arranged, with just a 
few confirmations outstanding.  Advance copies of the 
plan are shown at the back of this edition to enable 
people to think about what they might want to do 
before the Stewards Meeting. 
 
Jane Clarke 
 
 
 

Rally Reports 
 
The Charity Rally – Whitehouse Farm, 
Radway 
 
A total of 13 vans turned out for this important rally, 
including 2 visitors. 
 
Some committee members went early on Thursday 
evening, and managed to get the gazebo up. 
 
Friday evening started with the usual tea & coffee and 
most people stayed chatting as it was a lovely warm 
evening. While some members went off to buy the 
food for the following day. 
 
Saturday morning saw a number of people out cooking 
and serving up a full English breakfast, which was 
enjoyed by all who had ordered it, well done to 
everyone involved. Even those who don’t eat breakfast 
gave us the money for it. Saturday morning saw a 
flurry of activity as people got set up for the charity fete 
in the afternoon. There was much anticipation of Neil’s 
leg wax. 
 
A number of visitors turned up for the fete in the 
afternoon, including the land owner Mrs Cook. There 
was a wonderful assortment of stalls, card, crafts, tom 
bola, cakes, refreshments, books and bric-a-brac. But 
the highlight had to be Neil’s leg wax, (at least Alan 
was safe this year). Once again the dirty deed was 
performed by Sam Terry (I think she was getting her 
own back for all the times her dad told her off when 
she was young). 
 
Everyone who came said what a good time they had, 
and were appreciative of all the hard work that had 
gone into it. 
 
The evening saw many people sitting round their vans, 
talking and having a drink or three, possibly due to the 
fact that they were tired, but also that England’s world 
cup dream had finished.  
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A total of about £200 was donated for Neil’s leg wax, 
and another £240  from all the other activates, over the 
weekend. 
 
I must say a BIG THANK YOU to everyone who 
helped in every way, there are too many people to 
name them individually, but everyone contributed. 
 
Next years charity rally is to be held at Wilmcote, 29th 
June to 1st August. A date for your diaries. 
  
Jane Clarke 
 
 

Puddleduck Cottage -   14th - 16th July 
 
The weather was beautiful if not a little too hot for our 
return to this very pleasant site. 
14 vans attended,  2 of them being visitors.      We 
were all invited to coffee or tea at Neil’s van on Friday  
evening and some of us stayed on till much later 
having a  natter and a drink. 
 
On Saturday morning most people went out and about 
to view the local area.  Some even walked down the 
road to a woodland cemetery.          Saturday evening 
people barbecued by their vans with lots of lovely 
smells wafting through the air.      When we had 
washed up some  of  us again wandered to Neil’s 
awning where we were made really welcome. Lots of 
nattering took place and  we played a silly game of 
Jengo  which caused a lot of amusement. 
 
Our thanks to Geoff and to Neil, who did an excellent 
quiz, for running another good rally.  But I really did not 
see the men behaving too badly  ! 
  
 
Margaret Wiltshire. 
 
 
Gourmet Grub – Hoar Park, 21st-23rd July 
 
Everyone who knows me will no doubt agree that I'm 
not a cook, by any stretch of the imagination -- except 
of course when it comes to barbequing which is an 
altogether different thing, requiring skills only men 
have!  So, Allison and I were a bit hesitant about 
attending a rally that required each van to cook a 
designated course for all the other ralliers and to serve 
it at the communal dining area.  However, things got 
easier when Dave & Marion said they would team-up 
with us and the courses we were given were the sherry 
and canapés reception and cheese and biscuits -- no 
cooking, ideal (thanks Gail, for hearing my plea)! 
This year the numbers had grown to 10 vans, so there 
was no way 20 adults plus kids were going to fit into 
Neil's awning.  Instead, on Friday evening we erected 
the centre's large white party tent.  This served as a 
bedroom for all the kids on Friday night, which worked 

really well.  They had a great time and if they did make 
any noise I never heard a thing -- amazing how deaf 
copious amounts of alcohol can make you!  Apparently 
there was one point after midnight when little Fraser 
who's only recently learned to ride his bike was 
whizzing up and down the field when he should have 
been tucked-up in bed.  Boys will be boys Sam! 
 
Around mid-afternoon on Saturday preparations 
began.   Mark and I set-up the coloured lights in the 
'marquee'.  People everywhere were carefully 
preparing their food courses (although I'm sure I saw 
Neil peeling spuds at breakfast!).  Tables were laid 
with fancy table clothes, candlesticks, napkins, much 
cutlery, glasses for the many different types of wine 
and spirits to be drunk.  They looked fabulous. 
 
All too quickly, the allotted hour arrived and guests 
started to arrive at the 'West Warwickshire Suite' for 
the sherry and canapés reception.  Everyone looked 
splendid in their posh frocks and fine shirts & ties or 
dicky-bows.  Soon we were all seated for the meal, the 
candles were lit and the food fest began! Course after 
course of delicious food arrived, chatter filled the air, 
music played and much drinking and enjoyment was 
had by all.  A truly fabulous night!  Visitors from the 
Derby centre (two couples and teenagers) were 
absolutely gob smacked and I think have already 
reserved their places for next year.  Even the 
communal washing-up at the end of it all was a bit of a 
laugh. 
 
A really memorable rally, thanks to everyone.  Have a 
look at the pictures on the website 
(www.westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk). 
 
 
Dave Varley.      
 
 
Bourton Rovers FC Rally 
 
Bourton Rovers FC has been a popular rally venue for 
a number of years and with 18 vans attending, this 
year was no exception. To be able to walk just a short 
distance into Bourton on  the Water - a Cotswold gem - 
and just nosey around or sit in the sunshine having a 
cup of tea or perhaps something stronger is a bonus. 
 
But it nearly did not happen, the venue was not taken 
at the Stewards Meeting and it was a little while later 
that volunteers came forward, unfortunately only a 
couple of weeks ago they found themselves unable to 
continue. 
 
All was not lost ,Dave and Allison and Dave  and 
Marion took it over, changed a few of the plans that 
had been printed in the Rally book and the end product 
was a superb rally. 
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Saturday evening they provided most of the ralliers 
with an excellent Ploughmans followed by bread 
pudding topped with Greek yoghurt, all for the grand 
sum of £1.50 per head. What a change from us fellers 
slaving over a hot Barbie ! 
 
This was followed by their impression of “Who wants to 
be a millionaire” with Dave V.  doing a grand job as a 
replacement for Chris Tarrant.   Our thanks must go to 
our stewards for what can only be described as a first 
class rally. 
 
Roy Wiltshire 
 
 
 

Future Rallies 
 
Obviously the Stewards and AGM rallies are important 
ones to try to attend if you can, but there are still plenty 
of others left before the end of the season.   
 
The weekend after Bank Holiday is at Brook Leys, next 
to the Gliding Club and will include a Fish and Chip 
supper and on the weekend 8th.-10th. September, Viv & 
Malc Griffinwill be running a “relaxing” weekend at 
Upper Brailles.   
 
The Malvern Show weekend has moved by a couple of 
weeks to the start of October, so if you want to buy 
those essentials or look at some of the new vans, this 
is the weekend for you.  This can be a very cheap 
weekend, but on the other hand, it could turn out to be 
very expensive if you decide to change the van.  Your 
decision, but I don’t think I have been to a Malvern 
Show yet when at least a couple of our members did 
not admit a little shamefacedly, that they had ordered a 
new unit! 
 
We will be running a Halloween rally this year at 
Hanbury Village Hall, with a Fancy Dress Social on 
Saturday night.  (I am told that I do not need to dress 
up, because I normally manage to end up looking like 
a nightmare – Thanks, Sam!)  There will also be a 
competition for the best Pumpkin Lamps, so I reckon 
that could be quite a laugh, knowing the artistic 
abilities  (or lack  of ability) possessed by some of our 
members! 
 
Our last Centre rally will, as usual, take place at 
Henley High School, when we will also be having a 
Saturday night social, to which all are invited, even if 
not attending the actual rally.  However, if you want to 
come, please advise Mervyn or Margaret well in 
advance , so that we can be properly prepared to cater 
for the numbers attending. 
 

*** 
Smile – you never know when you are on CCTV! 

*** 

Charity News. 
 
As already stated, we have now raised over £1100 
towards this year’s charity, which will again be 
Macmillan Nurses.  Book Sales will continue at most of 
our rallies and Crafts for sale will be around also at 
most events. 
At the Stewards Meeting, members will be asked to 
suggest a charity to support for the next twelve months 
and vote to produce a short list.  This short list will be 
presented to the members at the AGM for a final 
decision on what we want to donate towards in 2007.  
We plan to present a cheque to a representative of 
Macmillan Nurses at the Henley High School rally. 
 

Centre Website 
 
I hope as many of you as have access have had a look 
at our revised web-site.,  Dave Varley (with help from 
Dave Waring) has done an excellent job on our behalf.  
He would still like to compile a list of members who 
have e mail addresses, so please drop him an e mail 
with your address.  It will make it so much easier and 
cheaper to contact you if we have this information.  
 
He can be reached at 
(webmaster@westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk).   
 
Recipe Section 
 
Seeing that we have arrived at the right time of year, 
and most of the ingredients are free, here is a recipe 
for Apple and Blackberry wine.  This one works quite 
well, and you can use fallers from any type of apple 
tree and get the children or grandchildren to roam the 
hedgerows to find your blackberries. 
 
Take three pound of blackberries, four pound of 
chopped up apples and three pound of sugar.  Place 
the lot in a covered bowl and add a gallon of boiling 
water.  Stir and re-cover.  When cool, add a little yeast 
nutrient, yeast and the juice of two lemons. 
Keep the vessel closely covered and stir each day to 
keep the surface damp so that no mould forms.  After 
a week, strain off the pulp and place the liquid in a 
fermentation demijohn or similar.  When fermentation 
is complete, rack off to enable the wine to clear, 
sweeten to taste and enjoy!  
 
                                   ***                                      
Always have a smile on your face – it makes the rest 
of them worry about what you are getting up to! 

                                   ***                                      
I know a teenage girl who has been trying to leave 
home for a year, but every time she gets to the front 
door, the phone rings! 
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Members’ Adverts. 
Land Rover Discovery Tow Bar (Adjustable Hitch 
Height) – Land Rover factory fitted part, complete with 
12N and 12S electrics and all instructions for a post 
’99 caravan. 

Bargain at £125. 

Eurovent awning to fit Award Brightstar or similar van 
(awning length 8.75 metre)  Excellent condition, 4 zip 
out panels, polyester 10 cate fabric and no tears or 
rips. Best offer over £100 secures, available to borrow 
on trial if required. 

Contact: for both of the above items 

Neil Taylor, 0121 707 6981 or 07721 426001 or e-mail 
neil.kay@virgin.net 

I’ve just been contacted by a non-member who wants 
to sell a brand new Eurovent awning, complete with 
additional sleeping compartment for £300.  It has 
never been out of its box and was bought to fit a Bailey 
Pageant.  If anyone is interested, let me know and I 
will get a contact number for you. 

 

What is a Rally? 
 
This is a peculiarly British Institution when a like-
minded group of caravanning enthusiasts gather 
together in a field, often recently vacated by cattle or 
sheep,  equipped with nothing more than a tap for 
water and a hole in the ground for sewage disposal, 
and prepare to enjoy themselves.  They arrive on a 
Friday and after a lot of shunting backwards and 
forwards and arm-waving and shouting from the wife, 
they pitch their van.  Dress is of paramount 
importance, with shorts and silly hats mandatory and 
for plus points, the colder the weather, the better. 
There is always a Cheese and Wine gathering – 
bringing a huge wine glass is good, but the real test is 
to prove that you are enjoying yourself more than 
anybody else.  The ingredients you need are half a 
dozen friends, a barbecue and most importantly, an 
easily amused lady whose high-pitched laughter will 
echo around the site whenever anyone makes a joke.  
The barbecue is the coupe de grace, an evil invention 
which ruins good food and emits eye-watering fumes 
which never stay with the instigator but poisons all and 
sundry outfits downwind of the source.  Lesser mortals 
will then retire to their vans and close the windows to 
avoid the smoke and peals of happy laughter. 
 
On Sunday morning, Flag takes place.  This is where 
everybody gathers around and debates who has won 
the competition and a bottle of cheap plonk and a Kit-
Kat.  After Flag, the men take it in turns to empty the 
contents of their respective toilets into the by now very 
smelly hole in the ground.  The rally closes during 
Sunday afternoon, when the shunting, shouting and 

arm waving are all over until the next weekend when 
the whole procedure repeats itself. 
 
(Thanks to Geoff Fulwell, who found this article in a 
magazine – it rings a bit true, but I still would not miss 
coming out as many weekends as I can manage – Ed.) 
 
On Offer 
 
A Bishop, invited to a ‘country’ dinner was surprised 
not to be offered anything to drink and eventually 
appealed to his beautiful hostess “Do you think I might 
have a drop of wine?” 
The lady threw up her hands in horror and replied 
“Bishop, I am so sorry!  I thought you were Chairman 
of the Church of England Temperance Society.” 
“Not at all,” said the bishop, adding ”but I am Chairman 
of the Anti-Porn Campaign.” 
“Oh!” came the reply “I knew there was something I 
could not offer you.” 
 
Switched On. 
 
A housewife was helping her ageds mother get up the 
stairs on her new electric stair lift when the Vicar 
phoned her.  He was horrified to hear her say “I’m so 
sorry, but I’ll have to ring you back.  I can’t talk right 
now because I’ve got Mother into the electric chair and 
she’s just waiting for me to throw the switch!” 
 
Some announcements from a Church 
Newsletter. 
 
Please remember in prayer the many who are sick of 
our Church and Community 
This being Easter Saturday, we will ask Mrs. Jones to 
come forward and lay an egg on the altar. 
The beautiful flowers on the altar this morning are to 
celebrate the birth of Alan Belzer, the sin of Rev and 
Mrs Julius Belzer. 
If any of the congregation have children and don’t 
know it, there is a nursery downstairs. 
Everyone is welcome this Thursday at 4.00pm for an 
Ice Cream Social.  All ladies who are giving milk are 
asked to come early. 
At the Ladies Liturgy Society this Thursday, Mrs Smith 
will sing “Put me in my little bed” accompanied by the 
Pastor. 
 
 
The next Rallier will be out after the Stewards Meeting 
and the AGM. We should then be able to give you 
more detail about your Committee for next year and 
about our planned programme.  Please send me your 
contributions be e mail or post – I need your help to 
make this an interesting and useful read.  Send me 
your rally reports, recipes, suggestions, whatever  
 
Neil Taylor. 
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Rally Programme 2007 
 
 

From To Venue Title/Theme 
16 Feb 18 Feb St Peter’s School, Solihull NEC 
16 Mar 18 Mar The Holdings, Wilmcote  
23 Mar 25 Mar Hampton House Farm, Kineton                         (N/V)  
30 Mar 1 April Hoar Park, Ansley  
6 April 10 April White Lodge, Great Haywood Easter 
13 April 15 April Lowe Farm, Hunscote  
20 April 22 April Catton Hall  
27 April 29 April Riverside CP, Stratford Shakespeare Festival 
4 May  8 May Mansel Lacy. Hereford 

May B/H 
11 May 13 May The Bowling Green, Bromsgrove 

 
18 May 20 May Horley Scout Camp, Banbury 

Nutz in Mae VIII 
25 May 29 May Blenheim Palace National 
25 May  29 May Holt Farm, Napton Alternative 
29 May 3 June Charlecote  Follow On 
8 June 10 June Riverside CP, Stratford 3Centres  
15 June 17 June Harbury Fields Farm, Harbury                           (N/V)  
22 June 24 June Hill Farm, Pebworth  
29 June 1 July Wilmcote Charity Rally 
6 July 8 July Bourton Rovers  
12 July  16 July Puddleduck Cottage, Astwood Bank  
20 July  22 July Blue Lias, Stockton  
27 July 29 July Edgehill, Warmington                                         (N/V)  
2 Aug 6 Aug Button Oak  
10 Aug 12 Aug Mount Farm, Ratley  
17 Aug 19 Aug Umberslade Childrens Farm  
24 Aug 28 Aug Forestside Farm, Uttoxeter                                 (N/V) August B/H 
30 Aug 3 Sept Weston-on-Avon  
7 Sept 9 Sept Lickhill Manor, Stourport  
14 Sept 16 Sept Brook Leys, Bidford  
21 Sept  23 Sept Binton Social Club Stewards & Nominations 
5 Oct  7 Oct Meadow Furlong, Aston Cantlow AGM 
12 Oct 14 Oct Malvern Showground Caravan Show  
19 Oct 21 Oct House End Farm                                                 (N/V) NEC Expo 
26 Oct 28 Oct Hanbury VH Halloween 
9 Nov 11 Nov Henley High School, Henley Winter Social 
24 Nov 26 Nov  Region AGM  

 
 
Rallies longer than a weekend: 
 
Easter: 6 – 10 April - Cirencester Park. 
May Bank Holiday: 4 – 8 May  - Mansel Lacy. 
National Alternative: 25 – 29 May  - Holt Farm, Napton. 
National Follow On: 29 May  - 3 June  - Charlecote. 
August Bank Holiday: 24 – 28 August – Forestside Farm, Uttoxeter. 
 
Event Rallies: 
 
NEC Caravan & Boat Show: 16 – 18 Feb – St Peters School, Solihull.(4 miles from NEC 
Shakespeare Festival: 27 – 29 April – Riverside Caravan Park, Stratford-on-Avon.(1 mile from Town Centre) 
Malvern Caravan Show: 12 – 14 October. (On Show Ground) 
NEC Caravan Expo: 19 – 21 October –House End Farm, Bickenhill (1 mile away from NEC) 


