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the newsletter of the West Warwickshire Centre Caravan Club

THE EDITOR SAYS…...

YOUR CLUB NEEDS
YOUR CENTRE NEEDS

As we start 2011 why not
take a look at this seasons
rally book and check out the
fantastic rallies
organised
for this year.
Our Rally
Secretary, Dave Hawksford,
has worked tirelessly putting
together what we hope is a
great programme which we
hope will entice you non
ralliers out onto the field with
us. The rallies take us to all
areas of our region so there is

bound to be at least one
that will interest you. We
are a small centre and we
rely on your support to keep
going. Our youngsters are
really keen for new children
to come out and join them
making the most of the fresh
air in a safe environment
and make new friends so
why not make a New Years
resolution to get the most
out of your caravan and join
us on a couple of rallies. To
help we have included a
discount voucher towards
your first rally of the season.
We hope when you give
rallying a try you’ll find it a
great way to relax and meet
new friends as well as
seeing some of our country’s
hidden gems. You might
even feel up to running a
rally next season. It is so
easy and there are plenty of
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people willing to muck in. You can put
on as little or as much as you like,
This year we have struggled for people
to take on rallies and yet again the
committee have taken on the lion’s
share. Don’t get me wrong, we all enjoy
running rallies but it would be great to
have some new blood and there are
limits as to how many we can commit to
as well. Anyway, enough of my waffle,
think about what I’ve said, we’d love to
see you on the rally field.
Take advantage of your
discount voucher and give
rallying a try.
I hope to see you soon.
Your editor

Neil Taylor
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

Caravanning....
it’s for everyone
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Centre Membership
Our Secretary has asked me to point out that it
is now possible to renew your Centre
Membership on line, rather than by spending
money on stamps. You can now do this by
logging on to: Www.caravanclub.co.uk/local-groups,
or ringing 01342 318813.
It is important to remember to renew your
Centre membership each year. It is no longer
automatically renewed by the Club so it does
require you to either return the slip to the Club
with your membership renewal notice, or,
more easily, use the above processes.

www.westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk

Early Rallies in 2011.
I always like to get out at the start of the
season, just to have a chance to check the
van over and make sure everything is
working properly. This is especially true
this year after the hard winter we have had.
I went to the Regional AGM at Stratford
Racecourse at the end of November, when
we had the first of the snow and a couple
of very cold nights. I survived Ok, but it
took me nearly a fortnight to unfreeze the
waste pipes running under the body of the
van. I am keeping my fingers crossed that
no other damage was caused.
Our first rally this year gives me an ideal
opportunity for a try-out. The Edgehill
Country Park is a nice site with splendid
views and a good hard access road to most
of the pitches. It has a toilet block on site
and a small hut we can use for social
get-togethers (very useful at the beginning
of March) It also has an additional benefit
for an early rally – it is only a couple of
miles away from the Caravanland dealer
which has a pretty good spares and
accessory shop.
Additionally, Jan and Dave Hawksford have
volunteered to run this one, so I know it will
be fun and very hospitable!
They are also running the second rally at
Binton Social Club. Binton is a nice site
with a large level area and we have always
been made welcome in the Social Club
itself. I don’t know what arrangements Jan
and Dave have made yet, but I am sure it
will be a rally worth attending.
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The Silly Bit.

LOOKING FORWARD...

Some of you may remember that when I was editing the Rallier a couple of years ago, I
managed to include a number of silly (but amusing, I hope) stories, just for a bit of fun.
At the time, I seemed to have a number of contacts who kept me well supplied. This
supply seems to have dried up lately, so I would welcome any contributions. I only
stipulate that they must be legal and not too controversial and reserve the right to do a
bit of editing if I think necessary. Please pass items on to me via e or snail mail.

Dave Hawksford, our Rally Secretary
has prepared a great programme for
2011, with a number of new venues.
He has also been able to book a one
week holiday rally in Dartmouth in
late September. Little Cotton is a
lovely site overlooking Dartmouth
and situated next door to the Park
and Ride depot for easy access into
town. He is already trying to find a
site for 2011 which he can book to
coincide with the school half term
holiday so that younger families are
more likely to be able to join us.

In the meantime, here are a couple from a book about “wrinkly wisdom” which kind
members of my loving? family presented to me a while ago.

Old age is not so bad when you consider
the alternatives!
As you grow old, you lose interest in sex,
your friends drift away, and your children
often ignore you. There are other advantages,
of course, but these are the outstanding ones.

A GOOD NEIGHBOUR

Old age at least gives me an excuse for not
being very good at things that I was not very
good at when I was young.
Birthdays are good for you. Statistics show
that people who have the most live longest.
Grandchildren don’t make a man
feel old; it’s the knowledge that
he’s married to a Grandmother.
Old people should not eat health foods – they
need all the preservatives they can get!

Help us help you!!

Wrinkles should merely indicate where
smiles have been.

We want to raise funds for
equipment for the Junior Funds

A man loses his illusions first, then his teeth
and his follies last.

We will fill your aquarolls for a small
donation
Find us on the rally field
THE JUNIOR COMMITTEE

www.westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk
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Unfortunately we haven’t been able to
get stewards for all our centres rallies
this year but we have talked with East
Warwicks Centre and they have
invited us to attend their rallies for the
weekends that we don’t have our own
stewards. Generally speaking, they
rally on many of the sites we use and
also a bit further north, so there may
be new sites for you to visit as their
guest. Obviously we would prefer to
run our own rallies, because any
income from them would go to our
own Centre, but we think it is far more
important to give our members the
choice of a full programme. So do
join us this year both on our rallies
and East Warwicks and show your
support for the good work done by
both their stewards and ours.

Keep up to date with the Centre Web-Site.
I know you do not
all have access to
the Internet, and I
apologise to you if
you feel we are
leaving you out, but
it does appear that
the vast majority of
our members do
have this facility.
Thus, it makes
sense for us to make use of it to update our
members wherever possible.
I would
encourage you to give it a check occasionally.
If there is any item of news to pass on to you,
we will try to do it through the web-site first, so
that it is immediately available to as many of
you as possible. We will also try to update it
regularly with recent photographs, and any
details of changes to programmes or events.
Such details will also be published in the
Rallier, but not everyone will get to see later
editions of this, so we will use the Internet to
try to reach as many of you as possible, as
quickly as possible.
You can log on at : www.westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk.
Why not include the site on your “favourites”
list so that you can check it easily and quickly
when logging on for any other reason? Also, if
you need to communicate anything to a lot of
members in a hurry, get in touch with our Web
Master, Dave Varley and he will endeavour to
get it onto the Centre Web-site for you. For
details, see early pages of Rally Book.

www.westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk
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Food for thought
Many of you used to say how much you enjoyed this section as it allowed you to
increase your repertoire without buying big expensive cookery books which often
contain ingredients rarely found in the normal household larder. Please let me
know if you have any dishes you would like to share with other members and I will
try to include them in future issues. In the meantime, here is one I have used a few
times (especially when my courgette plants went mad around August time). It is
quick and easy to prepare and is really tasty and a soup that I have made and
enjoyed a lot over this cold winter.

Courgettes with Lemon and Garlic
Slice 4 courgettes lengthwise and layer in
a
lightly
oiled
ovenproof
dish.
Sprinkle with lemon juice, chopped garlic
and salt and pepper. Continue layering
alternately until all the courgettes are
used up, then drizzle with olive oil and
bake for 30-35 minutes at 180°C.
If you are slightly less health conscious,
sprinkle on some grated cheese a few
minutes before removing from the oven.

www.westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk

Winter Soup
Use
any
vegetables in
your fridge;
carrots,
swedes,
cabbage,
onions, parsnips, celery,
courgettes,
broccoli,
tomatoes. Peel and chop
finely and stir into a
stock-pot with olive oil until
just browned. Cover with
chicken or vegetable stock
and simmer for 25 minutes
until all the vegetables are
soft. Add a pinch of celery
salt, freshly ground sea salt
and black pepper and then
blend with a hand blender
until smooth. Serve with
chopped parsley, grated
cheese and a dash of
cream.
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Photocopying/Printing.
At the moment, we (Samantha Terry
and I) are the owners of the lease on
a large and elaborate photocopier.
In order to pay the lease, we are very
keen to take on small printing jobs,
which we are usually able to
produce far more cheaply than
normal commercial outlets. If you
want flyers, stationery or multiple
copies of any documents, please
contact Samantha on 0121 764 5069
(evenings) or via email on
samanthaterry@virginmedia.com.
She will be happy to help and give a
quote for production costs.

One PEAK awning
Size ground to ground 9075 mm29.9” plus one tall annexe with inner
tent.
Both in very good condition bought in
June 2008, used 4 times.

£395 or nearest offer
Please phone 0121 730 1548 or
0121 747 9006 for more information

Family Reunion : An elderly man in Australia calls his son in London and says “I
hate to ruin your day, but I have to let you know that your mother and I have
decided to separate – forty years of misery is enough for anybody.”
“Dad, I can’t believe it!” his son exclaims.
“We can’t stand the sight of each other any longer” the old man says. “We’re sick of
the sight of each other and I’m fed up of talking about it, so you can ring your sister
in New York and tell her.” He hangs up the phone. Out of his mind with worry, the
son calls his sister, who explodes down the phone.
“They simply cannot get a divorce,” she shouts. “Leave it to me.” She calls her
father immediately and screams at the old man, “You are not divorcing Mum!
Please don’t do a single thing until I get there. I’ll call my brother now and we will
both be there tomorrow morning. Until then, don’t do a thing, promise me?” and she
hangs up. The old man puts down the receiver and turns to his wife. “Okay,” he
says, “They’re coming for Christmas and they’re paying their own air fares.”
www.westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk
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HELP ME MAKE YOUR RALLIER WHAT YOU WANT

OUR CENTRE CHARITY FOR 2011
Once again we have decided to support the Northamptonshire and
Warwickshire Air Ambulance.

It is a fantastic charity

and saves

hundreds of lives each year. It is this division of the air ambulance that
actually covers our region so I would like to think that if any of us should
ever need its services it would be there to help. Amazingly this service
receives no government funding and relies solely on donations from
individuals and groups like us. Over the last two years we have raised
over £2,000 from sponsored mountain climbs, a couple of brave men
have had legs and chests waxes and we also sell handmade cards and
crafts out on the rally field. It would be fantastic if we could top this
figure this year so if anyone has any ideas or is willing to help us raise
money to support this great cause then please contact Gail Wiltshire on
0121 707 6563 or Sam Terry on 0121 764 5069

Henry was a wheel-less caravan, confined all his life to
the same boring caravan park. One day someone
came and fitted him with wheels. He rolled around
happily. One day a new caravan came to the park, and
saw Henry rolling around smiling and laughing. He
asked, "hey man, what's up with you?" Henry replied:
"I'm ex-static!"

www.westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk
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If any steward wants to give
me a small write up on
forthcoming rallies, I will also
be delighted to include
these. So if you are planning
anything special, or have any
information for potential
attendees, please let me
know and I will do my best to
include it for you. I will be You know, I don’t think I’ve got the
glad to include almost bloomin’ thing on right!!!
anything legal or decent that
you wish to share with other members. It might even lead to a Letters section
if there is a demand for it! So of you have anything you wish to let others
know about, whether it is caravan related or not, let me have it and I will do
my best to include what I can for you.
FUTURE RALLIERS FOR 2011

SELL YOUR STUFF

I plan to try to get further issues of the
Rallier out around Easter, mid-summer,
and a few weeks before the AGM in
October. This first issue of the year will
be going to all members on our books at
the end of 2010. Future issues will only
be handed out to members at rallies or
other events, but every issue will be
published on our web-site, so if you have
internet access, you can always keep up
to date, or you can contact me direct if
you want me to send you a copy in the
mail.
Obviously we would have to
charge postage for this, but it will be
minimal. I do hope I hear from plenty of
you – you can find contact details for me
in the Rally Book.

If you have anything you
want to sell, especially if it
is caravan related, please
let me have the details
and I will include them in
the next issue of the
Rallier. There will be no
charge but if you wanted
to make a small donation
towards Centre Funds, it
would be welcomed.

www.westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk
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HELPING YOU GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR CARAVAN CLUB

This photo was taken at the
Three Centres Rally that we
hosted last year. With the
theme being 60’s holiday
camp we put on loads of
games and competitions.
The sports events were well
attended and everyone
seemed to have fun.

As a Committee we REALLY want to get more of you out on the rally field.
Not only would it be great to welcome new faces but also without better
attendances your club cannot survive financially. It is no good just
moaning about lack of support unless we try to do something new to help
the situation so the committee have come up with a few incentives to
entice you

•••
The Stewards Party will be held again this year to thank all those who have
already taken up a rally in the 2011 season. At this party we will also
complete the draw for all those units who have attended at least 8 rallies in
the last season. The two prizes will consist of £15 vouchers to be spent
towards any of our rallies in the coming season. It could be you taking
home those vouchers next year.
Any member who introduces a new comer to the Centre and
who then attends at least 3 rallies with us will be presented
with a £5 voucher towards future rally attendances.
On the back page of this Rallier you will find a £2 voucher. Any
member attending their first rally of the 2011 season will be entitled
to present this to the stewards as part of the rally fee.
Finally.. on the back page you will find a small tear off note. We would like
you to post this through the door of any of your neighbours or friends who
have a caravan, in the hope that it might persuade some of the people who
own a van and only use it for holidays to give rallying a try. It may only result
in a small take-up but if it persuades one more family to give rallying a go then
we it is worth it. If any of you have more than one close neighbour with a
caravan and want to post out a few more flyers, please let me know and I will
print you off a few.
www.westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk

We hope to do a lot of fun
things again this year at
various rallies and it would be great to see some more kids out joining in.
Past events have included frog racing (no real frogs), worm charming, apple
bobbing and much, much more. Give us a try, we won’t bite! Make the
most of your van and have a relaxing and chilled weekend without the
housework or chores looming over you, it’s a fantastic way to recharge the
batteries for very little cost.
FUN ON THE FIELD, SUMMER 2010

If you want to find out more
about what is available for the
children, or you for that matter
feel free to call me on 07811
419906. I’ll be happy to help.
Samantha Terry
Junior Liaison Officer

Don’t worry, they are only allowed out occasionally!!!

www.westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk
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£2
What do you get if you cross
a giraffe with a hedgehog?
An extra-long toothbrush
Who’s there?

What happens when

Tish
Tish who?

Bless You!!

DISCOUNT
FIRST
RALLY
2011

Knock Knock
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DISCOUNT

CENTRE VOUCHER
This voucher entitles any member of the
West Warwickshire Centre a discount of £2
towards the first rally attended in the 2011
season. It can only be used once and must
be handed in to the Rally Stewards with the
balance of the Rally Fee. Only originals may
be used and no photocopies will be
accepted.

you see twin witches?

W
at that d
he o ra
N
Iceb orth bbits e
erg Pole at
lett ?

uce

I want to make Kidz Korner a
regular feature in The Rallier so
please let me have anything you
want to include, jokes, cartoons,
silly stories or anything else you
can think of!

www.westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk

You find it difficult
to tell
which
witch is
which

To a fellow caravanner.
I noticed that you have a caravan and wondered if you were a member of
the Caravan Club. If you are, do you know you have a local centre—The
West Warwicks which runs a number of social events and caravan rallies
throughout most of the year. Most are at weekends, normally within
about 40 miles of here, and frequently at lovely sites around Stratford
and into the Cotswolds.
It doesn’t cost anything to join your local centre if you are a Caravan Club
member so if you are interested, why not call me on 0121 707 6981 or at
chairman@westwarwickshirecentre.co.uk
and I’ll be happy to chat with you about what we do and if you want to
join our centre you can now do this by logging on to: Www.caravanclub.co.uk/local-groups, or ringing 01342 318813.
Get full use of your caravan throughout the year and get to know a
friendly group who enjoy the same hobby. After all, a caravan is a very
expensive investment if it is only used a couple of times a year and if you
have children, we can guarantee they will have a great time in safe
surroundings and make loads of new friends
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